
The Right Honorable Mr Prime Minister, 
The area District Officer, 
The District Commissioner, 
Our distinguished guests, 
Ms. Zena Ali, project director,  
members of Mchanganyiko, 
And friends, 
 
It is a great pleasure for me to stand here among you today! And I would 

like to thank you, dear Right Honorable Mr Prime Minister Raila Odinga 

for honouring us with your presence. Sharing this moment with you 

witnesses the magnitude of the work that has been done here and it 

stresses on the excellent co-operation between Kenya and France. Our 

two countries are bound by an enhanced partnership that you, M. Prime 

Minister, co-signed with your French counterpart in Paris last April. This 

partnership is not just lip service. It has real content and a strong 

meaning and is very symbolic as your presence here and the project we 

are going to inaugurate in a moment clearly demonstrate.  

 

It is even more a pleasure for me since I come here as Kibera’s 

neighbour to inaugurate the Mchanganyiko Women Self Help Group 

social centre. In addition, I am quite sure that, as the Member of 

Parliament of Lang’ata Constituency, you are, Honorable Mr Raila 

Odinga, quite sensitive to the development projects that are set up in the 

area of Kibera. 

 

The globalized world is facing tough times, especially for developing 

countries. However, it is clear that Kenya, of all developing countries, is 

moving fast forward. The people of Kenya are moving towards a 

sustainable development which is a progressive process.  

 



Mchanganyiko Women Self Help Group is a perfect example of the 

Kenyan civil society’s commitment and development, towards 

empowerment of communities.  

 

I have to admit that the French Embassy was particularly enthusiastic 

about working on the project proposed by Mchanganyiko.  First of all, I 

really think that we share the same vision of development based on 

empowerment of local skills, aggregation of local resources and 

reinforcement of local leadership. Indeed, this project contributes to the 

fight against poverty and above all, encourages communities to become 

actors of their own development. 

 

Besides that, the project is built on two aspects that really matter to the 

French Embassy’s development cooperation policy and really matter to 

me personally: improving living conditions in the slums and women 

empowerment.  

 

This is why France, through the Social Fund for Development of the 

French Embassy, has allocated a grant of 4 500 000 (four point five 

million) Kenyan Shilling for the realisation of this project.  

 

The French Embassy is proud to see Mchanganyiko Women Self Help 

Group social centre becoming a focal point for meeting and social 

sharing in Kibera. So, I would like to salute the work of these remarkable 

women for their commitment and devotion to the community. I would like 

to point out that Mchanganyiko Social Centre is the only place in Kibera 

that offers social organizations a place to run their own activities. The 

area of Kibera is full of motivated and creative organizations that want to 

make a difference but they lack resources and opportunities. Now, 

thanks to the work of Mchanganyiko Women Self Help Group, they have 



the possibility to make that difference and to develop their initiatives. I’m 

sure that this community space will be a catalyst for great achievements.  

 

Allow me to insist on the communitarian aspect of this project which is 

fundamental to me. As you know, Kenya and specifically the area of 

Kibera was greatly affected by the post electoral violence in 2007- 2008. 

Kenya is a wonderful mix of different cultures. Some people say that it is 

a weakness! Let me assure you that it is a wonderful asset! I know and 

trust that Mchanganyiko social centre will open its doors to all the 

members of the community, regardless of their origin, language or 

religion.  

 

This centre will be a real example for the whole country and will become 

a reference, for everybody especially the children and future generations.  

 

Among the different activities run by Mchanganyiko, I am particularly 

proud to see that my mother tongue is being taught to the kindergarten 

children. French language could offer a lot of perspectives to the young 

ones, moreover in a touristic country like Kenya.  Be sure that we will 

help you to develop the French teaching by establishing some contacts 

with French organisations. 

I’m proud to count Mchanganyiko Women Self Help Group as a French 

Embassy partner. Even if the project in itself is already achieved, you 

can be sure that this is just the beginning of an extraordinary adventure 

that will benefit the whole community of Kibera.  

 

I wish the project good times ahead and I’m rest assured that it is in good 

hands! 

Thank you very much!  

 


