
The Rt Hon Raila A Odinga EGH MP ; Prime Minister of the Republic of Kenya on the Inauguration of 
the Mchanganyiko Hall on the 14th February 2012-02-14 
 
His Excellency, Mr. Etienne de Poncins 
The Ambassador of France 
Members of Mchanganyiko Self Help Group, 
 
I want to thank the Government and the people of France for their growing solidarity with the people of 
Kenya. 
This solidarity is growing daily.  It is being seen in the many programmes currently supported by 
France across our country.  Those programmes are changing the lives of our people in tangible ways. 
 
The cooperation has strengthened since last year when we launched the Paris-Nairobi Initiative and 
signed a pact for enhanced collaboration for mutual interest. 
The main objective of the Nairobi-Paris Initiative is to mobilize climate funds for investment in 
renewable energy and mitigation and adaptation to climate change. 
 
As we speak, the secretariat for the Paris-Nairobi Initiative has been set up in the Office of the Prime 
Minister, headed by a secretary general seconded by the Government of France. 
 
The Kerosene Free Kenya project is to be one of the first beneficiaries of this initiative. 
 
At the end of last year, we commissioned the Kisumu Water Supply and Sanitation project which was 
co-financed by the governments of France and Kenya.  That project will extend drinking waster supply 
and purification infrastructures in the city of Kisumu. 
 
It will simultaneously complement the implementation of the reform in the water sector at the local 
level.  Once achieved, the project will address the demand in water and sanitation for the next 15 
years in Kisumu. 
 
France has been at the fore fron in financing the drilling of geothermal wells in Olkaria. 
 
The inauguration of the Mchanganyiko Women’s Self Help Group Social Centre is therefore an 
addition to this growing tie between our two nations. 
 
Just like our partnerships for green energy, this social centre is a further testimony to our shared belief 
in investing in the social infrastructure of our people, especially our women. 
 
The Mchanganyiko Self Help Group is a great coming together of women.  And women never come 
together in vain.  Whenever women come together, society benefits.  Whether they meet in the village 
market or at the river, they always talk about our society, our children and our future.  The coming up 
of this centre is a testimony to this fact.  The women of this neighbourhood gathered, talked about their 
community, their children and their future.  The end result is this centre that will change lives and 
shape futures. 
 
As Prime Minister, I remain committed to seeking common ground that will help bring more dignity to 
women and girls in this country and around the world. 
 
I believe that when we enable our women and girls to live in dignity, we bring strength, dignity and 
stability to our families and our nations. 
 
We know today that when women are healthy and educated, their families will stay healthy and 
become educated. 
 
When women have decent jobs and earn decent incomes, their families live decent lives.  When 
women are free from violence, their families are safe and secure. 
 
That is why I want our partnership with France to sustain focus on matters that still keep our women 
and our girls down. 
 



Providing households with reliable clean energy sources is a significant step towards ensuring sound 
health for our women.  So I want the Kerosene Free Kenya Programme to succeed. 
 
We need more programmes that ensure women’s access to education, healthcare, jobs, credit and 
participation in the political lives of our nations. 
 
So we must keep pushing for a faithful implementation of our constitution because it guarantees the 
future for our women and our girls. 
 
We must speak out for mature, issue-based politics as we approach the next elections.  It is the 
women and the girls who suffer the most in situations of violence.  It is women and girls who suffer the 
indignity of rape when violence breaks out because of immature politics. 
 
Women still constitute more than half of the poor in our country.  They are still ,ore than half of the 
illiterate and the unemployed and the underpaid in our country. 
 
Our girls are still being forced into marriages and are still being pulled out of schools so that they 
money can be spent on the boys. 
 
Girls are still being given away to enable a family get a cow or a goat or whatever the dowry may be 
so that the family can buy property here, or settle a debt there. 
 
As we speak here, more and more women and girls are still dying of diseases that can be prevented.  
The way out is to enable our women access opportunities so that they can stand on their own. 
 
We have to continue pushing relentlessly, ceaselessly, one project at a time.  The project we launch 
today is a step in that direction. 
 
Allow me to congratulate Mchanganyiko Self Help Group for the focus and to wish them well in their 
future endevours.  Once again, I thank the government of France for the support. 
 
Than you All! 


